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Lamorinda girls lacrosse

By Jon Kingdon
In her second year as the head coach at Acalanes, Court-

ney Neff, an Acalanes graduate herself, has set a goal for |

her lacrosse team: “It’s about having fun and growing as a
team. That’s my main priority, everyone enjoying the sport
and happy to be on the team.” An 11-3 record certainly fa-
cilitates the process.

Neff shares the credit for the success of this year’s team
with her assistants: “I have an attack mind and work with
Mark Rurka in developing our offensive game plans and
with Mary Doyle in developing our defensive game plans. |
like to hear all their ideas.”

Senior co-captains Susie Bush, Jenna Kisner and Katrina
Lee are the leaders on a team that Neff feels has a great, natu-
ral chemistry: “Everyone gets along. The upper classmen
have been so welcoming to the young players. Everyone
brings something unique to the game.”

The Dons have been averaging 13 goals per game. Lead-
ing the offense has been Bush, Lauren Westergren and Emma
Workman.

On defense, Acalanes has been limiting their opponents
to only 7 goals per game. Protecting the goalie so effectively
has been Isabel Rurka, Coco Fellner, Cate Goodman and
Lee.

Jamie Wendt has been a force in goal. Says Neff: “Jamie
has stepped up her game to a whole new level this year hav-
ing put in a lot of time. She is fearless and does everything
in her power to stop the ball.”

Neff appreciates that this is “a team of fighters. They
want to win and are willing to do anything to win the game.”

Still there is room for improvement, particularly in clos-
ing out games. Says Neff: “We have to work remaining calm
in close games, playing the way we know how to play and
to not get emotional in a tight game. It’s easier to make a
mistake when your mind is thinking about the score and not
focusing on our game. Our losses have been learning experi-
ences.”

Despite losing two key players to injuries, Miramonte
head coach Jackie Pelletier has led her team to a 12-3 record
this season. Captain and defender Olivia Gittings, who will
be playing at Occidental next year, suffered a knee injury
prior to the season and sophomore midfielder, Boo Dewitt
was also lost to a knee injury suffered last week. Working
with assistant coach Michaela Guerrera, they have had to do
much shuffling of the team’s personnel to be so successful
this season.

Pelletier appreciates the depth and character of her team:
“We have a deep roster and the kids have stepped up. We
play as a family and it’s the closest team I’ve ever had. They
all have each other’s backs. The adversity has made the girls
work harder.”

When Pelletier refers to the team as a family, she means
it literally as well as figuratively. The Matador roster has
four sets of sisters — Alex and Alyson Eversole, Shaun and
Perrie Lundstrom, Grace and Macy Mills and Sally and Kat
Peterson. To carry the point further, freshman goalie Mina
Jenab’s older brother is the goalie on the boys’ team.

With 11 freshmen and sophomores on the team, many of
the seniors have taken on the leadership role necessary for a
team with so many young players. Co-captain and four-year
starter Perrie Lundstrom, a 4-year player, has been a force
on the field. Says Pelletier: “Perrie is a workhorse. She pro-
vides the spark when needed. She will carry the team on her
back, making defensive plays and finishing.”
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Leading the defense is Maisy Mills, the team’s defen-
sive quarterback who Pelletier describes as both “tenacious
and strong.” Freshman Libby Hawkins has been effective in
filling in for the injured Olivia Gittings with toughness and
tenacity. Despite being lost for the season, Gittings has not
forfeited her role as a leader says Pelletier: “Olivia is at every
practice helping out with the goalies and the defense. She is
a special person who really cares for the team.”

The goalie position utilizes two players: senior Brianna
Fick and freshman Mina Janeb. “Our goal play is coming
together,” says Pelletier. “They work together very well
pushing each other in practice.” Goalie coach Mike Gittings
(Olivia’s father) gets much of the credit for the play of Fick
and Jenab, holding their opponents to an average of 8 goals
per game.

On offense, senior attacker, Frankie Veverka has been a
force, utilizing her ability to play several positions. When
Dewitt went down with her injury, freshman attacker Alex
Eversole became the starter and despite her youth, has
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brought lot of toughness to the field. Pelletier is particularly
excited at the ability displayed by freshman Emerson Bohlig:
“She is the fastest player I have ever coached. She is very
young and is going to be great as she develops.”

Pelletier still sees room for improvement by “just getting
the young players more field time.”

Coming off a championship 2017 season, Campolindo head
coach Jess Mucci has not found similar success this season.
Even with a mature team of 14 seniors and juniors, the Cougars
bring only a 7-5 record into the heart of the season though a 4-1
record in league play should still lead to the playoffs.

The Cougars have been scoring 15 goals per game and
giving up 9 goals per game, the numbers somewhat inflated
with league wins over Clayton Valley (20-0), Las Lomas
(16-5), Northgate (14-1) and Ygnacio Valley (22-0).

With a nonleague record of 3-4, the tougher competition
should provide Campolindo with valuable experience once
out of league play if they are able to make it to the NCS
playofts.

DAL lacrosse teams participate in league

championship series
By Jon Kingdon

or the first time, the Diablo Athletic League boys and girls
lacrosse teams are going to participate in a league champion-
ship series. Because of this change, the schools are no longer
playing a home and home series with the schools in their league,

playing each other school once in the regular season.

This change allows for each of the schools to play more non-
league games with the option of playing against tougher or more
equal opponents. At the conclusion of the season, the top four
seeded teams will play against each other (1-4; 2-3) leading to a
championship game. The ultimate winner will automatically go to
the NCS playoffs though there will still be at large bids available.

With the Miramonte, Acalanes and Compolindo girls teams
ranked 1-2-3 in league standings, and the Acalanes and Miramon-
te boys teams ranked 1 and 3 in league play, playoff anticipation

is readily evident in Lamorinda.
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Collectibles

Rototilling

= Handyman | Construction |

Music Lessons

\Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!
I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition
Piano tuning as well! §
925-323-9706
robbiednbr@gmail.com

Fun Piano Lessons

Learn your favorite song! | teach
Certificate of Merit. BM & MM in
Piano. Lessons in your home.
925-984-8322. lynnf253@gmail.com

Music for your Club or Private
Party. Ragtime, Dixieland Jazz,
Swing, Klezmer. Single Act or Band.
Eliot Kenin — 800- 965-1302

| House Cleaning |

www.totalclean.biz

Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Buy or sell collectibles
Call or Text
925-435-3492

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.

My independent insurance
brokerage is here to serve you.
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability,
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life. Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108

$10 per 1/2"
classified ad height

Email to:
classified@
lamorindaweekly.com

=5+  Ken's Rototilling
- « 4 W/D Tractors
- Hillside Weed Cutting
« Mowing - Discing « Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

Rusty Nails Handyman Service
Repair « Restore « Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 890-1581

www.kensrototilling.com

Tile Setting

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters
Cliff 510-697-1125

Haul Your Junk Away

925-435-3492
Call or Text Don

Weed Cutting

Tall Weed Cutting

Hillsides, Free Estimates
925-938-9836

HANDYMAN SERVICE
Plumbing, Electrical, Carpentry,
Etc., Etc. (925) 934-0877 Jim

Quetzal Handyman
NO JOBTOO SMALL
Please call Carlos Toledo

'y 925-872-0422

WE HOP TO IT!

(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &
New Construction
Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563
(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Painting

Inside and outside. Father and Son,
40 years experience. Local references.
Licensed, bonded, insured.
(925-285-0370) Don

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Tree & brush removal.
Poison Oak removal. 376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded





